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Tomomi Masaki and Takuji HOSHINO: The First Report for ‘Dauciform Roots’ in Japanese 
Carex ( Cyperaceae ) 


Summary: We found dauciform root (carrot¬ 
like swollen root) in Carex rupestris and C. 
stenantha ( Cyperaceae ) on the top of Mt. 
Senjogatake, Nagano Pref., Japan. This is the 
first report of ‘dauciform root’ on Carex in 
Japan. 
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Fig. 1. Dauciform roots of Carex stenantha Franch. & 
Sav. 
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Hiroyoshi OHASHI 3 , Tomoyuki NEMOTO b and Kazuaki OHASHI c : Identity of Lespedeza 
anthobotrya Ricker and L. bracteolata Ricker ( Leguminosae ) 

Ricker ©fBic 2 flOIE#: OytlA#? 3 , H c ) 


Summary: Identity of Lespedeza anthobotrya 
Ricker described from a native plant collected in 
Gifu Prefecture, central Japan, and L. bracteolata 
Ricker from a cultivated plant in California, 
western USA, are clarified. Examination of each 
holotype of the two species indicates that the 
former is confirmed to be L. cyrtobotrya Miq. 
and the latter is recognized as identical with L. 
buergeri Miq. 

Ricker (1942, 1946) described many 
new species of Lespedeza from Asia, in 
which most of them are from China but a 
few are from Afghanistan, Japan or United 
States of America, although the last was 
supposed to be a naturalized species from 
China or Korea. He described these species 
usually based only on a single collection of 
herbarium specimen(s) mostly in A, GH, 
or NY. Almost all the species of the genus 
Lespedeza in general show wide range 
of continuous morphological varitation 
in vegetative organs, inflorescences, and 
various characters of reproductive organs, 
hence delimitaion of the species usually 
needs multiple herbarium specimens for 
comparison with related species. Moreover, 


species to the subgenus Macrolespedeza 
often produce interspecific hybrids which 
make classification of the species difficult 
and complicated. Unfortunately, species 
described by Ricker are, in many instances, 
difficult to evaluate, because his species are 
often delimited by morphologically variable 
characters and based on insufficient 
material, usually a single collection, for 
reexamination of the characteristics. So far, 
Hatusima (1967), Akiyama (1988) and Li 
and Chen (1995) treated many of Ricker’s 
species as imperfectly known species 
or questionable species because of less 
information on these species and judgement 
based solely on his description. 

After examination of each holotype of 
Lespedeza anthobotrya Ricker (Fig. 1) and 
L. bracteolata Ricker (Fig. 2), this paper 
reports our identification of two species 
described by Ricker from Japan and United 
States of America. Most of Ricker’s species 
from China are treated in other papers 
(Ohashi et al. in preparation). 

1 . Lespedeza anthobotrya Ricker 
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